
novacon 4
Organised by Birmingham Science Fiction Group

25th"2SCh-S7fch October ‘IS‘7^. imperil C®r»sra Hote^BnrMT^wr!

1 m-nng hotly upon the heels of our emission 1.5 comes P.1.2. Ke have quite 
a lot to tell you. This is the time when, clutching cur left hands to our 
collective bosom, we declaim loudly "will the public please leave quietly by the 
nearest entrance", avoiding the Egress of course. The Birmingham 'Evening Mail 
today has a large advertisement by British Bail advising us of the new cheap rates 
to see those things we always wish we had missed - sorry, those things which we 
had always wished to see... like The Tower of London! Come to think of it, perhaps 
we had better visit it soon.

Novacon 4 is coming closer. We now have 233 registered, some of you 
involuntarily. Our hotel rooms have been going like hot cakes - we have run cut 
of double rooms at the Con. hotel, but quite apart from our personal reminiscences, 
there are no double rooms left, except in the 'lew Victoria, so if you want them, ask 
soon. There are still a few single rooms in the main Con. hotel, but please book 
quickly, particularly if you want something exotic, like a bath. Prizes will be 
given for suggestions as to what is exotic and like a bath. B.emenber those old 
Victorian ones with lions feet resting on their balls! Ke could go too far in this 
direction, but for No. 239, this is not bad.

Those of you who have been to Cons before will know that you cannot throw a 
brick without hitting an Author. We would request that those of you who are coming 
for the first time, do not try this experiment, as Authors are easily discouraged and, 
anyway, some of them are quite good throwers with bricks. We anticipate having the 
pleasure of the Company of Jim Blish, Chip Delany, Anne McCaffrey, Ken Bulmer, 
Mark Adlard, Bob Shaw, James White, Bon Malcolm, Christopher priest, John Brunner 
and Brian Aldiss. These we know of, we expect that there will be other personalia, 
including many notable fans, which brings us, of course, to our most notable 
personalium, (come, you have heard of a spaghetto), Ken Slater. Ken is our Cuest of 
Honour, if you have not realised this by now. Indeed, if you have realised it, it is 
now too late to do anything about it, because we are firmly convinced that this is the 
man that jovacon 4 should honour and who will honour us by doing his stuff as our 
guest. There are other personalia - three people with allergies to feather pillows 
and one to eggs, two Pekinese and only four people who want baths, Fobert Hoffman 
says there are six people who want baths, but we think two might only be status 
symbols, or perhaps they want to turn them into something exotic, (Pauline says they 
may be renting them out); anyway, they should be easy to spot, even by the blind.

We have just had a thought. It may be that these two extra baths which appear 
to have crept in, may be used as Fancy Dress. If you spot two baths creeping into 
the Fancy Dress, please do not null out their plugs, as their balls will run down. 
We should remind you that Novacon Fancy Dress parties usually show a great range of 
costume, frem the thought—up-on—the-spur-of-the-moment, to the complex rig of a 24 gun 
space corvette acting petty officer on furlough while being considered for a Court 
Marti al for performing maanitary acts with a Vegan Princess (2nd Class), while she was 
nnrCean, in a bath with lions feet. This attempt was unsuccessful, we should point out 
because the epaulettes were mauve and not the dirty brown required by custom. That 
should encourage you. Try dressing up as the Vegan princess (2nd Class)., with lions 
feet. There will be a arize for the best costume and it and all'the other prizes will 
be awarded on the Sunday.
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Ws aim to give you plenty of time after the Buffet to males up for the 
Fancy Dress, or to make up for any other omissions. This year the Buffet will 
be cheaper, but with more food, less elegantly dressed. We will have baked 
potatoes and continue in that style with chicken pieces and a variety of salad 
things; it looks like quite a lot from the promises and the price vri.ll be well 
under £2.00., including wine. Please do take some action now about this Buffet 
Ticket, even if you do not want a room. This is very important, as we must know 
the numbers well in advance to get you the best value.

Which brings us rather neatly to our programme. So far we are having 
Peter Weston talking about his experiences as a TAFF delegate, if be survives; 
we will have a panel of Authors talking about the Hugo Winners; another panel 
will discuss Religious Concepts in Science Fiction, there will be a Lecture on 
'Magic in Science Fiction' by Tom Shippey and Professor Frealin will sketch in 
some technological solutions to our population problems in his usual quiet, 
terrifying way, plus many other items and all the other promises other Con. 
Booklets make.

We have decided, at this Con., and we think it is a good idea for others, 
to release those poor book sellers so tftat they may participate in the programme. 
(Please note who our Guest of Honour isJ) The Book Boom will be open at restricted 
tines, for an hour or so, and will clos^ during most of the programme items. There 
’will be films running at the same time as manv of the programme items, so do not 
feel that without a Book Room there will be nothing to do. The films will be 
repeated several times, so that even if you want to do something else, and who does 
not sometimes, you will be able to organise your time. The Art Exhibition, too, 
will be open at much the same restricted times. We want to take a lot of trouble 
with the Art on this occasion; we are patting on a proper Exhibition and will be 
asking vou for your vote for the three best pieces, so that we may give a price, 
donated’by Ken Slater, for the best, Remember to let us know if you are bringing 
Art Work along and your approximate requirements for space. On the Sunday we will 
have a general award giving, immediately after lunch, and this will, of course, 
include~the NOVA. Do, if you have read any Fan Magazines in the last year, nominate 
by sending a comment, howsoever brief, to Hazel Reynolds.

Other items of interests

p.S. These people have already registered. Can 233 fen be wrong? Wait for 
the next thrilling instalment. Honestly, I an beginning to look forward 
to that instalment which reads; "With one bound lack was free".

COPT REUIBEMENTS FOR ADVERTISING IN THE PHOGRAMME BOOKLET
The booklet will be A5 (8£ x 5.7/8)inso Printed offset litho.

All copy must be black ink on white paper, any halftones must be screened and 
type set by the advertiser. Please allow three eights of an inch margin.

Ratess Pro.Ads. £1.50 - full page
£0.75 - half page

Non.Pro £1.00 - full page
£0.50- - WaJJMgage

FINAL CCPI DATS 1st September

All copy to; Stan Sling,
124, Galton Road,
Smethwick,
Warley, Worcs.
B67 513.

There are a couple of other Cons which we should give some space to:~
Firstly,'SFancon 5 which will be held at Ghent in Belgium over the weekend 
August 30th to September, 2nd, 1974* The Con is being held in University .'-.alls 
of Residence and the whole weekend can be done on a cost under x25.OO., including 
travelling fares to and frem Ghent. Full details from Vernon Brown.
Secondly, there is, of course, SeaCon which seems to have become involved in a space 
warp because it has put Coventry in the South East. Sincerely, we understand the 
problem and we are going to be talking about it on the Sunday morning*

I. Ken Slater.
2c Dr. Jack Cohen.
4. Peter Weston.
5c Eileen Weston.
6. Hazel Reynolds.
7. Chris Morgan.
8. Vernon Brown.
9. Pat Andrews.
10. Stan Eling.
II. Helen Eling.
12. Fred Hemming.
13. Bob Shaw.
14. Mrs. Shaw.
15* James White.
16. Richard Newnham.
17. Meg Palmer.
18. John Piggott.
19. Norman Shorrock.
20. Ina Shorrock.
21. Janet Shorrock.
22. Bernard Peek.
23. David A. Symes.
24. Ted Ball.
25. Geoff Winterman.
26. Rowena Winterman.
27. Pauline E. Dungate.
28. Arthur Cruttenden. .
29. E.K. Bulmer.
30. Daniel Bouvet.
31. John Farrimond.
32. Keith A. Walker.
33. Darrell Pardoe.
34. Rosesazy Pardoe.
35. Annraw M. Stephenson.
36. Dave Kyle.
37. Huth Kyle.
38. Graham Poole.
39. Tony Walsh.
40. Eddie Jones.
41. Marsha Jones.
42. Peter Mabey.
43. Morman Weedall.
44. Dave Sutton.
45. Sandra Sutton.
46. P.T. Johnson.

47. Vic Hallett.
48. John Lowe.
49. Kevin Smith.
5C. Robert A. Jackson.
51. Jan Jansen.
52. Mrs. Jansen.
53. Martin Stallard.
54. Rod Milner.
55. Charles D. Winstone.
56. Simon Jonkes.
57. Caroline De Honing.
58. Mike Meara.
59. Pat Meara,
6C. Hartley Patterson.
61. Graham Eoak.
62. Vic Jones.
63. Mrs. Slater.
64. Miss Slater.
65. Roger Peyton.
66. Mike Kilvert.
67. Mark Adlard.
68. Anna F. Prince.
69. Dave Rowe.
70. -Gerald Bishop.
71. Mike Brain.
72. Frank dyers.
73. David R. Langford.
74. Brian Hampton.
75. Erian Robinsen.
76. James C'Mera.
77. Jim Linwood.
78. Peter B. Fryer.
79. Dave Chopping,
80. Joan Chopping,
81. Keith Freeman.
82. Wendy Freeman.
83. Malcolm J. Davies.
84. John Jerrold.
85. Harry Bell.
86. Irene Bell.
87. Kevin Hall.
88. Chris Bursey.
89. Henry P. PiJohn.
90. Vera Johnson.
91. Miss Wendy Ellis.

92. Miss Hazel Salter.
93. Mike Mitchell.
94. John D. White.
95. John Steward.
96. Tim Broadribb,
97. Ditto.
98. Christine Hay.
99. George Hay.

100. Phil Rogers.
1C1. Doreen Rogers.
102. Tricia Parker.
103. Ian Maule.
1C4* Greg Pickersgill.
105. Richard .Rendell.
1C6. Martin Peake.
107. Paul Oliver.
108. Robert ?. Holdstock
109. D.M. Hickenlooper.
110. Ian Watson.
111. James Blish.
112. Judith Blish.
113. Donald Malcolm.
114. Rita Malcolm.
115. Robert Smith.
116. Mary Smith.
117. Melicia Smith.
118. T.P. Hogan.
119. Howie Rosenblum.
120. Graham Andrews.
121. Dr. B.I. Gilbert.
122. Laurence James.
123. S.G. H.eynolds.
124. John R. Bates.
125. Mike Gadde
126. D.B. Dobson.
127. Jan Howard Finder.
128. peter Roberts.
129. Opl. John Manafield
130. Leroy Kettle.
131. Peter Nicholls.
132. Alan R. Cram.
133* Ray Bradbury.
134. Charles Partington, 
135., Robert A. Hepworth.
136.-George Locke.



137. D.H. Walters.
138. G. Johnson.
139. Julia Stone.
140. Mr. M.J. Houghton.
141. Dorothy Houghton.
142. Jeremy Elsmore.
143. Jerry Webb.
144. Mrs. Webb.
145. Elaine D. Wash.
146. Martin Hoare.
147. Hobin Crickman.
148. Marcus L. Howland.
149. Lessek Jeczmyk.
150. Barry Smith.
151. S. Birch.
152. Norman West.
153. Trevor Barker.
154. Chris Priest.
155. Penny Grant.
156. Ian Holl.
157. P. Crozier.
158. P.O. Callaghan.
159. Donna Munro.
160. H.W.H. Mortimers.
161. Mrs. Mortimers.
162. Tim Stannard.
163. Jeffrey D. Hacker.
164. Catherine Booth.
165. Michael Damesick.
166. David Biley.
168. ?lichael Scott Bohan.

169. M. Coxon.
170. Alison Heslop.
171. Brian Ameringen.
172. R.0. McLean.
174. Pandora Birch.
175. Peter Slews.
176. Tony Simmons.
177. Terry Simmons.
178. Paul Ahearne.
179. Hon Bennett.
180. Simone Walsh.
181. A.G.L. Williams.
182. Gerald Lawrence.
183. John-Henri Holmberg.
184. Michel Heron.
185. P.E. Prenfal.
186. David Pringle.
187. Dave 3. Upton.
188. Jennie Brunton.
189. David Gress-Wright.
190. J. Rubinstein.
191. Roger Perkins.
192. Martin Easterbrook.
193. Malcolm S. Evans.
194. Ian Covell.
195. Jim Barker.
197. James Goddard.
198. Malcolm Edwards.
199. Christine Edwards.
200. Hoger Bates.
201. Chris Grainger.

202. Brian Parker.
203. Allan P. Milne.
204. Chris Fowler.
205. Andrew May.
206. Peter Boyd.
207. W.D. Christie.
208. Malcolm Smale.
209. Ian Williams.
210. Christopher Smart.
211. W.D. Heyes.
212. Hichard D. Loughton.
213. H.J. Uicholls.
214. Anne Pollard.
215. Kennir Forth.
216. Michael Slater.
217. Caroline Slater.
218. Brian G. Cormack.
219. Kevin Easthope.
220. Hoy Steward.
221. John Boyce.
222. C.J. Walton.
223. Boger Williams.
224. Phil Bose.
225. M.R. Martin.
226. B.J. Salmon.
227. Wendy Glover.
228. Judy Watson.
229. Horman Milburn.
230. K. Obron.
231. MJ... Dyer.
232. C.D. Harris.
233. David Poole.
234. Phil Barker.
235. Tom Shippey.

ADDRESSES?

Hazel C. Reynolds, Stan Sling, Vernon Brown,
AO, Portia Avenue, 124, Galton P.oad, The Department of Pharmacy
Shirley, Smethwick, The University of Aston
Solihull, „‘?rley, Worcs. in Birmingham,
Warks, 367 5JS. Gosta Green, 

Birmingham.

Robert Hoffman, Dr. Jack Cohen,
44, Middleton Hall Road, 122, Kidderainster Road,
Kings Norton, BROMSGROVE,
BIRMINGHAM, ?O. Wareso

Dr. Jack Cohen - Chairman.


